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Laymen's Conference at the Bossey Institute 


Nineteen young laymen and women from thirteen countries including as 
distant countries as Brazil and Peru gathered the aftoroon of October 2, at 
the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches, at Bossey, to hear 
Dr Robert blackie, General Secretary of the World Student Christian Federation, 
and Dr Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, lead 
in the opening worsnip service and meeting of the laymen's conference which will 
continue until December 16, 1947. Thirteen more people are expected in the 
near future. 


The conference has as its theme: "man's Liscrscr ond God's cesignt, 
and is bringing cutstanding men from many difi'erent countries as discussion 
leaders, speakers, and research personnel in Rible study, including Professor 
Kenneth Latourette, of the United States, Philippe Maury, head of the French 
Student Christian Federation, Hishop Stephen Neill of the World Council of 
Churches, Mr. Ml. Thomas who will lead discussions on his native land of India, 
and Rev. Hans Iwand, representing the Confessing Church of Germany. 


The course of study will cover four main topics: the nature of the 
Church with an attempt to understand its deepest and most significant meanings 
as well as its faults; the evangelistic task of the Church and how it can speak 
forcefully to the masses who either do not know the Church or see no reason for 
its existence; the social task of the Church and its message to an impersonal 
: society; and the international responsibility of the Church in a time of crisis. 
aa The agenda for each day will include lectures, seminers, time set aside for 
h Bible study and personel worship, cooperative work in the maintenance of commun- 
i ity life at Bossey, worship and sports. 


Dr Visser 't Hooft in his opening address pointed out to the students 
the heritage and the significance of the courses which have been held at Bossey, 
during the past year, each designed for a particular profession and for repre~ 
by Sentatives from all countries, "The main hepel", he said, "is to find men and 
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women in different countries who would want not only Christian inspiration on 
Sunday, but who want to find guidance as to what it means to be Christian in’ 

his profession, There is no other field in Christianity as hopeful as evangelism 
specially adapted to each profession, for in this way a connecting link is 


established between faith and the reality of the world," EeP.o. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Free Church Call to Evangelism 


At a recent meeting of the Free Church Federal Council in London, 
the General Secretary called the Council to launch an evangelistic campaign, 
evangelism "being the supreme task of the Church, whether it be rich or poor", 


After a full discussion the Council passed resolutions stressing the 
necessity for every Church to make evangelism its chief and continual concern; 
calling upon all local councils to begin preparations for a special united 
evangelistic campaign at the earliest possible moment; warmly approving the 
suggestion that each local council should establish a school of evangelism to 
give young people training in evangelism in its many aspects, 


The creation of the Youth Department is increasing Free Church wit- 
ness both at home and abroad. The Department is increasingly used by Government 
officials and through the setting up of youth groups in local councils it is 
bringing f¥esh young life and ideas into many of them. The youth secretary re- 
ported that the Department wag spemsoring 24 Christian Education and Leadership 
courses; a drive for Free Church chaplains in the Army Cadet Force; publica- 
tion of Free Church literature for the teen-age group; consultations with Mr. 


J. Arthur Rank regarding the cinema services. H.eP.o, Geneva 
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS Towards Church Union 


The Rev. Norman H, Binstead, Episcopal Bishop of the Philippines, 
declared in Manila on September 21, that he would lay before the Episcopal House 
of Bishops at the November meeting in the United States a proposal for limited 
union with the Philippino Aglipayan Church. The Aglipayans, claiming a member- 
ship of 2,000,000 rank second only to the Roman Catholics in the Philippines. 
Formally named the Philippine Independent Chuech, the denomination was founded 
in 1902 by an excommunicated Catholic priest, Gregorio Aglipay, who was a con- 
didate for President in 1935. 


The proposal, said Bishop Binstead, had been made by Bishop Isabelo 
de los Reyes, head of the Aglipayan Church. Discussions have been in progress 
since last November, Final details were not yet settled, But the Aglipayans 
proposed at least initially to limit the association to joint communion and 
practical cooperation, each Church maintaining its independance, i&.P.S.Geneva 


TURKEY New Religious Policy of the Government 


The Turkish Government has decided to provide special foreign ex- 
‘change privileges for Moslems who plan to take part in pilgramages to Mecca, 
The pilgrimages are the first in which Turkish Mohammedans have joined since 
1928, when the Government adopted a policy of secularisation. Thus the Govern- 
ment is now seeking both to conciliate religious sentiment in Turkey and to en- 
courage contacts with other Moslem countries, E.P.Y. Geneva 
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Pan-Orthodox Congress 


Cerncerning the Congress of Orthodex Churches, to which the Patriarch 
of Moscow had convened all the Orthodox Churches and which was finally postponed 
until next sunmer (see E.P.S. No, 34), the Anglican periodical "The Church 
Times" (October 3, 1947) publishes a letter from Patriarch Alexis of Moscow re- 
plying to the objections, based on canon law, according to which the Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople is the only person whe has the right to convene a 
council of bishops. 


Patriarch Alexis acknowledges the letter frem the Metropolitan of 
Prinkipou, who was asked to formulate these objections in the name of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, He adds: "We were glad to see that the necessity for 
a mutual meeting and for a brotherly examination of matters which are of equal 
concern to all the Orthodox Churches is fully appreciated by the Great Church 
of Constantinople of which your Reverence is the temporary Head. 


"In no way seeking to impinge upon the privileges of the Most Holy 
Throne, and, furthermore, being in receipt ef appreval for such a Congress, 
especially from their Beatitudes the Heads of the Great Churches of Alexandria, 
Antioch and Jerusalem, we were anxious that this mutual desire be realised by 
means of a brotherly invitation te a Congress to be held in our see of Moscaw. 


"The sacred canons and ecclesiastical ordinances, upon which our Church 
firmly and unshakably rests, do not exclude the taking of such a step by any ene 
of the Autocephaleus Churches, nor do they indicate that the summoning of such 
a Congress be the sole right of the Patriarchate of Constantinople, On these 
grounds our invitation to our colleagues the Heads of the Autocephal ous Churches 
is both natural and lawful, especially under present conditions when not one of 
the centres of the Eastern Church would be a suitable venue for the holding of 
such a conference, if only becuuse they do not offer a guarantee of freedom from 
political pressure for the study of ecclesiastical matters, 


"The only place: providing freedem from ail foreign interferences is 

the seat of our Patriarchal Throne, since it is situated in a country where the 

' freedom of the Church is assured by law. Proof of the approval of our initiative 
is the acceptance of our invitation by the majority of the Heads of Autocephal- 
ous Churches whom we appréached and who recognised its timeliness and expediency. 
Solely the lack of sufficient preparation for so important a work as well as the 
short time available for calling such a conference have urged us to postpone the 
meeting for a more distant date. 


“Our Church has always striven to preserve unity of spirit with the 
Ecumenical Throne of the Great Church in accordance with our sacred brotherly 
daty, and also because in that Church we honour the eldest of our sisters, who 
in ancient times was our mother. 


Although teday, to our great grief, there be certain facts which in- 
dicate the continued support - in no wise justified by any of the canons of the 
Church - extended by the Ecumenical Patriarchate to those prelates and clergy 
who have severed themselves from their Mother, the Russian Church - as, for 
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example, in Poland, Finland and Western Europe - concerning which we had already 
written to the Patriarch Benjamin, of blessed memory, and subsequently to His’ 
Hloliness the Patriarch Maximos - to which communication we are still awaiting a 
reply - yet these misunderstandings in no manner affect our brotherly relation- 
ship towards the Ecumenical Patriarchate and his hierarchy..." 


The letter cleses with the following quotations: "Bear ye one an- 
other's burdens (Gal.6:2) - Comfort yourselves together and edify one another 
(I Thess.5:11) - in peace may we bear the yoke placed upon us for the good of 


the Holy Church and for our eternal salvation.'"! HePeoe Geneva 
ETHIOPIA The Coptic and Ethiopian Churches 


It will be remembered that m Ethiopian delegation went to Egypt 
under Ras Tesfa, Minister of Public Works of Abyssinia, in order to submit 
certain requests to the Coptic Orthodox Church (sec E.P.S. No. 22, 1946). 
Except in the case of the first of these requests - which was to establish a 
Holy Synod for Ethiopia - the Church authorities refused to grant the requests 
of the Kthiopian Church, which wanted an Ethiopian Bishop to be nominated, who 
would ordain the priests at addis Abeba. The negotiations were broken off, 


A delegation wis then sent to the Emperor Haile Selassie, who succeed- 
ed in finding a compromise, After consultation with the bishops, the Coptic 
Patriarch took the following decision, which was submitted to the Emperor: 


"Acceptance of the request of the Ethiopian Church relating to the con- 
secration of archbishops chosen from among the Ethiopian monks, but with the re- 
servation that their consecration remain within the jurisdiction of the Coptic 
Patriarch in Cairo, so that the first Ethiopian Archbishop shall not be con- 
secrated until after the death of His Grace Amba Kyrillos, the present Primate 
of Ethiopia, and in accerdance with the laws of the Church." 


The Patriarch asked the names of the monks who are to be raised to 
the rank of bishops, and the dioceses to which they arc to be assigned. Once 
his approval is given, Amba Kyrillos will ordain them in the name of the Coptic 
Church of Egypt. It is hoped that in this way the difference will be settled, 

E.P.o. Geneva 


GERMANY Union of Evangelical Churches in Hessen-Nassau 


The Evangelical Press Service of Bethel in Westphalia reports that at 
the meeting of the Evangelical Church of Hesse, Nassau and Frankfurt-am-Main in 
Friedberg on September 30, the union of the Hvangelical Churches in the former 
district of Hessen-Nassau received ecclesiastical and legal confirmation. ~The 
Church bears the name "Evangelical Church in Hessen-Nassau", The meeting passed 
a resolution, giving itself the status of a Synod with power to frame 4 constitu- 
tion. 


This resolution means that a temporary decision has been reached on a 
question which was attended with many difficulties, both in connection with 
politics and with church politics. In 1933 the three ecclesiastical districts 
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of Hessen-Nassau and Frankfurt were united by state decree as one Church, The 
Church did not recognise this union, because it was brought about under com- 
pulsion and oppression. Many of the parishes, especially those of the Confes- 
Sing Church, contested the right of the new Church leaders (appointed by the 
Nazis) to control the affairs of the united Church of Hessen-Nassau. The Church 
struggle of the last twelve years had, however, brought the three ecclesiastical 
districts very close to cne another, The Confessing Church had become a unity 
of a special kind in this Church, So the desire arose among the Churches, that 
this sense of unity should express itself in a form which was legally and 
ecclesiastically valid. The new Synod now has the task of appointing new Church 
leaders and a committee to frame the final constitution of the new Church, 
E.P.S. Geneva 


INDIA Gandhij's Conception of the State 

During a visit paid to Gandhij by. Rev. J. Kellas, Principal of the 
Scottish Church's College in Calcutta, with some members of his staff, the 
question of the relation between education, religion and the State was discussed, 
Gandhij expressed the opinion that the State should undoubtedly be secular. 
Everyone living in it shculd be entitled to profess his religion without let or 
hindrance, so long as the citizen obeyed the common law of the land, There 
should be no interference with missionary effort, but no missionary could enjoy 
the patronage of the State as it did during the foreign regime, 


While discussing these matters with Principal Kellas, Gandhij in- 
cidentally remarked that although India had trown overboard British political 
supremacy, it had not yet been able to throw overboard the cultural one, "We 
have discarded foreign power, not the unseen foreign influence!t, he said. What 
he would like the new Indis of his dreams to do was to lay the foundation of a 
new life in keeping with its naturel surroundings. In every State in the world 
today, violence, even if it were for so-called defensive purpose only, enjoyed 
a status which was in conflict with the better elements of life. "The organisa- 
tion of the best in society" was the aim to which new India should dedicate ite 
self; and this could be done only if it succeeded in demolishing the status 
which had been given to rowdy elements today, 


(ne of the scientist members of the staff then asked Gandhij what 
scientific men should do if they were now asked by the free Indian Government 
to engage in researches in furtherance of war and the atom bomb? Gandhij prompt- 
ly replied: "Scientists to be worth the name should resist such a State unto 


death," E.P.%. Geneva 
CHINA Chiang Kai-Shek's Generous Gift 


Generalissino Chiank Kai-Shek and his wife have donated their estate 
of 20 buildings to the Methodist Church as a home for war orphans, They also 


donated a considerable amount of money for the maintenance of the project. 
E.P.o.Geneva 
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Christian Press Conference of Northern Countries 


From September 26 to 28, the Nordiska Ekumeniska Institutet in Sigtuna 
arranged a conference for press representatives from Sweden, Finland, Denmark 
and Norway. The conference was directed by Dr H. Johansson, Director of the 
Sigtuna-Stiftelsen - the well-known college founded by the young Swedish Church 
movement, For the first time cighty men, representing the ecclesiastical and 
Secular press, came into personal contact in the Christian Colluge at Sigtuna, 


This first meeting of journxzlists was marked by very frank conversa- 
tions between the representatives of these two branches of the press, which are 
responsible for the right use of the printed word, Lectures and lively discus- 
sions threw clearer light on the ways in which the ecclesiastical and secular 
papers can help one another in describing the realities of this eventful life. 


The problems of press work in the. four Nordic countries proved to be 
the same. But discussion showed that, by defining the scope of the secular and 
ecclesiastical press, their separate tasks can be assessed, while preserving the 
ethics of their joint profession. What is the place of religious information in 
the daily newspaper? Has the ecclesiastical press special rights, and therefore 
special claims, in the general press of a country? How is the religious news to 
be expressed, so as to appeal directly to the reader of the daily paper? To 
what extent is there a difference between the tasks of the ecclesiastical and 
religious papers in face of the practical problems of our time? What is the 
relationship between the desire of the daily press to provide news which is 
conStantly fresh and sensational along the lines of good journalism, and the un- 
changeable Christian message as applied to daily events? How can the essence 
of this timeless message be instilled into reports on contemporary events? 
Christianity and politics, and similar questions, led to the suggestion that 
the discussions should be continued afterwards, The conference resolved to set 
up &@ permanent press committee of Scandinavian peoples, with two representatives 
from each of the four Nordic countries, This committee is to prepare similar 
press conferences and to organise the exchange of ideas and experiences. 

This first Christian Press Conference of Scandinavian countries was 
of ecumenical interest inasmuch as it gave rise to a discussion which is character- 
istic of other countries also. The chief editors of the following big daily 
papers were present: Svenska Dagbladet, Jénképinge-Posten, Kxpressen, Svenska 
Morgongladet,-Berlingske Tidende and Kristeligt Dagblad (Denmark), aftenposten, 
Stavanger Aftenblad (Norway), and others. The consciousness of the ecumenical 
fellowship with the Press outside of Scandinavia was particularly stressed by | 
the Director of the Ecumenical Press Service (Geneva) who was invited to attend 
the meeting. E.P.o. Geneva 


FRANCE Conference for GUrthodox Teachers of Religion 


(Cn September 24-25, a conference was held in Paris for the first time 
Since the war, attended by 5U Orthodox clergymen and teachers of religion from 
Churches which do educational work among young people. The conference was under 
the auspices of Archbishop Vladimir, lixarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, and 
was opened by Dr Cassian Bezobrazoff, who had recently been made a Bishop. 
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The subject under discussion was the present educational level of 
the young Russian emigrants in France, and the question as to the extent to 
which young people all over France are receiving religious training today at 
school or in associations for young people. It was resolved to get in touch 
with the parents of children who do not attend any school or youth organisation 
because they live in remote parts of the provinces, and to provide them with 
religious instruction. The conference made a note of some Roman Catholic books 
which could also be used in the Urthodox schools. The conference closed with a 
discussion in the building of the Y.M.C,.A. Press, rue Saint-Didier, on the 
publication of new books for religious instruction, which are to appear shortly. 

B,P.S,Geneva 


The Reconstruction Department at Work 


The September meeting of the Business Committee of the Department of 
Reconstruction of the World Council of Churches was one of the most important 
held to date. This was both because of the number of questions discussed, and 
because of the nature of these questions. New fields of activity are beginning 
to open up, in Spain, Portugal and Bulgaria, The day after the meeting the 
Director of the Department was to leave for Sofia. 


It was felt more and more that if material relief still needed to be 
given to suffering Churches on a wide scale, it must be supported and upheld by 
spiritual action, if the real rebuilding and reconstruction of the Churches was 
to be accomplished. This is the reason why the Department gave all its atten- 
tion and strength to the three following projects: Evangelism - especially 
evangelisation by laymen - Youth work - Training of future religious workers 
for Churches and communities, by help given to theological students and the 
strengthening of the present framework of the Church, and by granting treatment 
and rest-cures to pastors and ministers, whose health had been greatly under- 
mined during the war, 


Regarding Youth Work, the Committee decided to finance a new post, 
that of a Secretary, whose work would be to act as liaison officer between the 
Department of Reconstruction and the Youth Department of the World Council on 
one side and ull the Christian youth organisations of the world on the other 
side. A conference would be held at Presinge, near Geneva, at the end of October, 
with delegates from various countries, continuing the work begun at (slo. 


In his four-year plan, a long document giving the policy and aims of 
the Department for the years to come, Dr Cockburn said, with reference to work 
among youth: "Youth has an unrivalled contributien to make to the Christian 
Church, not only in its being the Church of the future, but in giving to the 
Church of today a vitality of outlook, fresh and courageous, and free from the 
numbing inhibitions of tradition". 


In all Reconstruction work material and spiritual relief are closely 
related. The Department had recently sent large shipmeats of food for the 
students and theological Seminaries in Austria, Germany and Hungary, and for 
Youth camps in Germany, The letters which arrive in the Department say that 
the material relief has been a precious means of supporting the spiritual action, 
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A German girl writes: "We are coming today to the end of nine wonderful days. 
We were speechless with amazement and delight when we saw white bread, cheese 
and butter, good soups and sugared tea; all these have filled our hearts with 
immense sratiiude towards God and towards these brothers with whom we feel unit- 
ed in Christ, and who in a true spirit of comaunity, have taken care of our 
comfort...!! 


The Department of Reconstruction had called a Conference on Theologic- 
al Seminaries for the end of December 1947, which would be attended by thirty 
delegates from Europe and America, These delegates will all be experts in ques- 
ticns of theological education, and the principal items on the agenda will be: 
scholarships and bursaries, libraries for Faculties, exchange of professors, 
the relation of Faculties with the Universities, and the help which the Faculties 
could bring to the training of laymen. 


As to Material Aid the Department would have needed astromonical sums 
to deal with the requests which it has had to study during the course of the 
last committee, The needs are increasing everywhere. Roofs should be repaired, 
heating provided, bedding, clothes, means of transport, typewriters and food 
furnished, The work of the Department is continuously going on in all these 
fields. "The ecumenical bicycle!!, a pastor had written, "has made a hit in 
this little, forlorn village, It is a téstimony on wheels of Christian leve 
and has great meaning in a parish where church bells cannot be rung, and where 
the exhausted pastor could no longer be a true messenger of the Gospel." 


Among the most important validations made by the Business Committee 
(inasmuch as funds would be available) the following should be noted: Further 
aid to be given to pastors in many countries where pastoral salaries did not 
reach even a vital minimum - A new purchase of 15,C0C tons of raw material for 
the manufacture of printing paper - $20,000 for the purchase of raw material to 
make shoes - $15,000 for celluicse to make clothes - 100 new bicycles - Binding 
material - $100,000 for ten "emergency churches", since the first few made have 
proved completely satisfactory (these churches are built in Germany with the aid 
of members of the Church using any rubble available, and the Department provides 
all the material which cannot be found on spot, such as beams, metal parts, etc.). 
Among the other projects were the urgent shipments of food to countries where 


famine districts still existed. BeP.eo. Geneva 
CANADA Ganadian Primate and Church Union 


The Church of England in Canada will not enter into union with any 
other Christian Community (see E.P.S. No. 34, 1946) unless the Church of England 
in Britain also decides to do so, declared the Most Rev. George F. Kingston, 
newly-installed Archbishop of Halifax and Primate of Canada in an interview at 
Toronto on September 25, 1947. "We are willing and anxious to continue conversa- 
tions with other faiths towards the eventual goal of reunion", the Archbishop 
stated, "but I am opposed to any short-circuiting of it whee might set back 
seriously the whole movement for reunion of world Christendom, But we are 
perfectly willing to cooperate, as we have, in the Canadian Council of Churches, 
and, we hope, in the Werld Council of Suarches yt The Archbishop said he will be 


a Aah gate to the World Gouneil of Churches Assembly at Amsterdam next year 
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